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1938 CRATER LAKE 
Mable Hedgpeth, far left, the first woman to ski around Crater Lake. 


Cover Story 
Taken from an interview by 
Royal G. Jackson with Mabel 
Hedgpeth as part of an oral 


history program. Cooperative 
Park Studies Unit, Oregon 
State University Corvallis, 
Oregon. 


Mabel Hedgpeth worked and 
lived at Crater Lake with her 
husband Clarence Hedgpeth, 
from 1930 until 1943. During 
those years she was a part of 
the small community of people 
who made the park their home 
year around. She witnessed 
some of the major building 
projects such as the Sinnott 
Memorial and the headquarters 
building, cooked for hungry fire 
fighters, served as postmaster, 
personally knew William 
Gladstone Steel, saw the 
changing camping styles of the 
visitors, and came to hold a 
profound appreciation for 
Crater Lake.. “! fell in 
love—twice, “ she noted. “My 
first love was Clarence G. 
Hedgpeth and Crater Lake 
National Park was my second 
love.” 

Mabel, the first woman to 
ski around Crater Lake in 
1934. 

(Speaking of her husband, 
Mabel continues (1934).”... 
That year we were at Lost 
Creek, like | said we had never 
been on skis before and we 
came in there and spent three 
months just skiing. Then one 
day one of us said, “Let's ski 
around the rim.” “So okay 
we're ready for that, so we 
took off and we skied from 


Lost Creek around the 
Wineglass; there was a 
construction camp there. So we 
spent that night where the bears 
had been in that room and the 
dishes were scattered all over 
the place and the doors were 
open and the snow was blowing 
across the room but we had to 
stay there; that was the only 
place. Next day we_ skied 
around to the north entrance 
ranger station. We each carried 
a little food and a blanket on a 
back pack and the snow over 
there was so good and the hills 
so good we decided we'd stay 
an extra day and just ski, but 
middle of the afternoon the 
clouds began to come in so we 
thought we better get out of 
here. So we skied on over to 
park headquarters and stayed 
there. | tell everybody | skied 
around the rim all by myself, 
because my husband and Rudy 
would get about two miles 
ahead and then stop and wait 
for me and as soon as | got 
there, they'd go on. | could 
always see them up there, | was 
always behind. but it was 
beautiful, | wish so many times 
that we could have had color 
film. (Question) “You were the 
first woman to ski around the 
rim?“ (answer) “That’s what 
they tell me.” 


For the full interview by Royal G. 
Jackson, stop by the museum and 
read our copy. Thanks to Ina Reed, of 
Klamath Falls, Oregon for getting the 
ski spats donated to the museum in 
memory of Mabel by her daughter, 
Judy Coulombe and Jill Gardner. 
Thank you Ina for the loan of the 
interview. 


From the pages of the Mail 
Tribune, 2000. 


“Mr. and = Mrs. 

Hedgpeth, Central 
recently celebrated _ their 
golden = anniversary. = Mr. 
Hedgpeth was born in 
Gazelle, Calif., and was raised 
in Sams Valley. Mrs. 
Hedgpeth was the first woman 
to ski around the rim of Crater 
Lake, in 1934. Accompanied 
by her husband, she spent 13 
hours skiing, but they took 
three days to make the trip, 


Clarence 
Point, 


Mabel Hedgpeth's spats 
she wore when she skied 
around the rim of Crater 
Lake in 1934. These spats 
are on display at the Eagle 
Point Museum. 


MUSEUM NEWS 


Board of Directors 
Four new board members were elected in August: Walt Helgedalen, John Niemeyer, Don Reynolds 
and Lynn Helgedalen. Their term will be August 2002 to June 31 2005. Appointed alternates to 
serve one year are: Dale Diebold and Patty Stansell. 
Officers for the fiscal year 2002-2003 are: 
Walt Helgedalen, president 
Skip Geear vice president 
Lynn Helgedalen, treasurer 
Kurt Berger, Secretary 
Mary Anne Miller, board 


Two New Books 


Two new books are in the works. Wild True Tales 
of Southern Oregon by Barbara Hegne is at the 
printer. This book is a collection of many stories 
and booklets produced by Barbara all in one 


book. It will be ready for sale at the book stores ie — 

the second week in October. : pare 

The second book is a big project and will be The 

First Twenty Eight Years of the Eagle Point 

Historical Society & Museum. This book will||Hat’s Off to Wood House Chairperson Skip 
include the happenings from the very beginning||Geear. He has had to act more than once by 
of the idea of a museum in Eagle Point back in}!SOS Alarm going off in the middle of the nites 
1975 and include the struggles, ||or early morning hours. He has gallantly rushed | 
accomplishments, events, board members,||out of bed and to the Wood House to find out! 
volunteers etc., etc. Barbara Hegne is going||the problem. Once some folks lifted their kids 
through the old minutes to get material for those||over the fence and when they stepped on the 
early years. If you have anything you would like}|porch the alarm sounded. Anyway, it’s no fun to 
to have included in this works, contact Barbara.||get out of a warm bed and go to a false alarm. 
With good luck, the book will be ready for sale in|| Thanks Skip for all you do at the Wood House 
2003 (28-year-date). (and Charlotte too). 


Wood House update 
Due to the uncertainty of our future funding, and the restricted uses of the farm land 
where the Wood House is located, the Board of Directors has voted to not specify that 
donated money be reserved for that particular land. The donations will be for the 
“Wood House Land Acquisition” without a promise of of where the land will be. At the 
present time we are not sure of all the restrictions and uses of the land. This particular 


land comes under state, county, federal and environmental laws and guidelines. We 
all hope to purchase the land where the old house is depending on what we can do 
with it. The total package is an undivided 38 acres and not just the section where the 
house is located. We will keep everyone updated in our newsletters. For more 
information, please call Barbara Hegne at the museum 826-4166 


| NEW DONATIONS 


Top left: A beautiful yarn & wire flower shadow-box display made 
by Mrs. Fred Sifers of Willow Springs-Tolo area around 1900. This 
is a “must see” up close. Right a complete doll house and 
furniture made by Lois Bateman of Jacksonville. She received the 
Duro craft kit over 20 years ago from her husband as a Christmas 
gift. It took her over three years to complete. Center left: two old 
phones donated by William & Dorothy Cox. Notice the phone on 
the left has the ringer on the dial. Center right: A magic lantern 
donated by Doug Phillips. This was used to light, enlarge and 
show old post cards. Next: the old Wood House photo painting is 
all in blue. Painted by Katherine Plumb and donated by. Sam & 
Frances Bonanno. Left: this strange looking item is an old hand 
made canoe with Indian dolls inside. The canoe belonged to Doug 
Phillips’ mother. Right: a small 9” x 3/34” tube Emerson Radio, 
courtesy of William Cox. Bottom: Arlene Hoffman’s wedding 
shoes 1948. Thank you all for your donations. Photos by John 


Niemeyer 


The museum is getting a much needed face 
lift. The old paint was peeling in several 
places and it was decided to seal and paint 
the building before winter. Joe Cox, and his 
helper, Jackie are shown here sanding and 
preparing the building for the sealing and 
painting. This project is a big job since the 
ornamental iron bars have to be removed 
before the trim can be painted. And the 
sanding is a big job too. We appreciate all the 
extra work Joe, and his crew, are doing. Joe 
has done several jobs around Eagle Point 
including the Eagle Point Grange building. 
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A few of the folks who 
helped us celebrate our 
annual meeting and 
election of the board of 
officers. Top left to right: Al 
Buck, Inita Kaiser and 


Virginia Cutler 

Bottom: Left to right: Lois 
Huntley, Dale Diebold, 
Judith Hannah Boyd, Patty 
Stansell and Al Buck. 


Another successful gigantic Yard Sale 
sponsored by the Eagle Point Historical Society 
& Museum was held the last of August. This 
year we had 51 vendors, a silent auction inside 
the museum and a sales booth in front. We sold 
donuts courtesy of Sensational Sweets, soda, 
coffee, Wood House T’s, Wood House Blinking 
buttons, cards and more. 


THANK YOU TO OUR SILENT AUCTION 
SPONSORS 
Seven Feather’s Hotel & Casino; Antonio’s; 
Pattie’s Southern Oregon Nursery; Rod’s Salon 
& Day Spa; Barber Chair; Carte’s Carriages; 
Guadalajara; Bear Creek Corporation; Safeway; 
Two Pines; Carlotta’s; Outback Steakhouse; 
Grange Co-op; Thelma Ross, print; Toni 
Woolsey, Print; Bear Creek Golf; Dairy Queen; 
Little Angel Publishing; Raft Rite; Apple Peddler; 
Karen Cain-Smith, Pastel; West Coast 
Appliance; Vickie’s Restaurant; Trophy Room & 
Cafe; Rick’s Thriftway; Bi-Mart; Fred Meyer; 
Round Table Pizza; Kurt Berger, Massage; 
Barbara Hegne, Steve Wilson Book; Wood 
House T-shirt, Museum; Parkside Cafe; Beth 
Haven Day Spa; Party Place; Medford 
Taekwondo; Carol Reynolds, Bag Doll; Creative 
Cuts; Target; Big R Stores; and Beebe Farms. 


Gail O’Neil shows a 


customer one of her unique 
garage sale items. This was 
Gail’s first year with us and 
she was very happy with 


her sales. Everyone said 
they made money and one 
vender across from the 
museum said he made over 
$4,000/ How about that!!! 


Thank you to our Yard 
Sale Volunteers: 
Mary Anne & Rusty Miller, 
Lynn & Walt Helgedalen; Al 
Buck; Virginia Cutler; Inita 
Kaiser; Don Reynolds; Lois 
Huntley; Arlene Hoffman; 
Dale Diebold; Alvana Elrod 
and all others. 


The Eagle Point Historical Staff & Volunteers: 
Society regular meetings are Barbara Hegne, Chief 


: administrative officer 
beset ee poe of each Melva Smith, Staff 
Museum Volunteers: 
Virginia Cutler 
Dale Diebold 
Barbara Hegne wd Louise Jackson 
Editor, Publisher & curator since ped aan Inita Kaiser 
1990. Send letters, comments & Si te $7.50 Maryanne Miller 
suggestions to: P. O. Box 201, ye aya et Carol Reynolds 
Eagle Point Or 97524 : Don Reynolds 
eae Lois Huntley 
Alvana Elrod 


We are located in the Historic 
District of Eagle Point, Oregon, Barbara Dodenhoff 
between the Old Antelope 


Covered Bridge and the Butte 
Creek Mill on North Royal. 
ADMISSION FREE 


Eagle Point Historical Society 
P. O. Box 201 


Eagle Point, Oregon 97524 


True Historical Stories 


